Mathematics Teacher Leadership Center Master’s Program

Action Research Project Course
UNC Course Information
Course Number-Section: MED 599-972

Location: Distance Education – Blackboard platform
Time:  Wednesday 7:00 – 8:00 PM (January 13, 2010) and hours arranged


Virtual Office Hrs: M 4:00–5:00 PM 
Semester: Spring 2010
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Instructor Information Graduate Assistant
Rob Powers, Ed.D.                                                   David Glassmeyer
Office: Ross Hall 2240C                     Office: Ross Hall 2246
Phone: (970) 351–1157                               Phone: (970) 351–2229
E-mail:                                                        E-mail: 
robert.powers@unco.edu                        david.glassmeyer@unco.edu 
FAX: (970) 351–1225

UW Course Information
Class Information NASC 5700 - CRN 30234
Room: Distance Education –Ecompanion platform
Time:  Wednesday 7:00 – 8:00 PM (January 13, 2010) and hours arranged


Virtual Office Hrs: R 5:00–6:00

Semester: Spring 2010
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Instructor Information Graduate Assistant
Dr. Robert Mayes
  Lisa Rice

Office: 454 Wyoming Hall Office: 434A Wyoming Hall

Phone: 307-766-3776 Phone: (307)-766-6379

E-mail: rmayes2@uwyo.edu E-mail: lrice4@uwyo.edu
FAX: 307-766-3792

Course Specifications

Credits: 1 Semester Credit (Repeatable three times)

As a one-credit master’s level course, you should expect to spend between 45 and 60 hours on this course.  However, depending on your timeline, you may need to spend more.

Course Description: 

Participants will research a current problem in secondary mathematics education that is relevant to their own teaching situation. They will develop goals, review relevant literature and plan the project as they progress through the program.
Required Texts:

Mills, G. E. (2007). Action research: A guide for the teacher (3rd ed.). Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall.
Powers, R. A. (2006). The action research project guide and evaluation rubric. (Available from the University of Northern Colorado, School of Mathematical Sciences, Campus Box 122, Greeley, CO 80631-0098; also available in Blackboard and Ecompanion)

Optional Texts:

Johnson, A. P. A short guide to action research (2nd ed.). Boston: Pearson.

Koshy, V. (2005). Action research for improved practice: A practical guide. London: Paul Chapman Publishing.

Sagor, R. (1992). How to conduct collaborative action research.  Alexandria, VA: ASCD.
Hubbard, R. S., & Power, B. M. (2003). The art of classroom inquiry: A handbook for teacher-researchers (Revised Edition). Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann.
Course Policies and Procedures: 

Distance learning is self-directed and requires a high level of responsibility, dedication and self-discipline.  In order to succeed you need to log in to the course regularly to check announcements, participate in community tasks, and access course content.  At a minimum you must attend the initial Webinar, participate in PLC tasks, and submit assignments in a timely manner.

Technology Requirements: You will need the following for this course:

1. High speed internet access either at your home or school

2. Headset with microphone and speakers for online discussions

3. Webcam so we can put faces to names

4. Access to Blackboard (bb.unco.edu) for synchronous and asynchronous sessions

5. Word Processor (prefer Microsoft Word) and Acrobat Reader (download from www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html)
6. PowerPoint (or other such presentation tool) that may be uploaded to Wimba
Netiquette: 
Communication Courtesy Code – all members of the class are expected to follow rules of common courtesy in all email messages, threaded discussions, and chats.  Failure to do so will result in a warning from me on the first offense and additional actions up to removal from the course for additional violations.

Submitting Work: 
All assignments are turned in via the course online system (Blackboard or Ecompanion) unless otherwise specified.

Deadlines: 
Odd things happen in cyberspace – emails get lost, servers disconnect temporarily, and logins fail.  Do not wait until the last minute to do your work.  Allow time to meet deadlines.  Reply and check for replies on every email sent and received.  You are responsible for getting the work to me on time.

Late Work: 
Each week’s work must be completed by the assigned deadlines.  Late work will not receive full credit unless you have contacted me beforehand and explained special circumstances.

Help Desk: 
Technical questions can be addressed by the UNC Technical Support Center (970-351-4357) or the UW IT Help Desk (307-766-4357).  Course online systems provide 24/7 help desk and live online support: Wimba (866-350-4978 or http://www.wimba.com/services/students/) or Elluminate (866-388-8674).

Email Policies:  
All emails related to the course are to be submitted via the course online system.

Any email about the course should have a Subject header with following information: (1) the course name, (2) the assignment or topic of the email, and (3) your last name.
Course Goals:

· To make substantial progress toward completion of the Action Research Project Proposal.

· To advance understanding of action research in secondary mathematics education through personal and collaborative experiences.
Course Overview:

As the course goals above indicate, there are two main aims for the course.  The primary aim of the course is to assist you in making substantial progress on your Action Research Project Proposal.  As indicated in the course requirements below, the major outcome of the course is a working draft of that proposal, which also directly relates to the first two chapters of the report of the Action Research Project.
The second aim is to increase your understanding of action research, no matter what background you have, which will be done through personal and collaborative experiences.  Collectively, you will analyze, explore, and understand the purposes and processes of action research while you individually work on your own Action Research Project.
Evaluation

Assignments:
To assist you through the process of completing your project proposal, (approximately) bi-weekly assignments will be given.  Assignments will be posted regularly in the Assignments section on Blackboard (at UNC) and Ecompanion (at UW). You are expected to check the course site on a regular basis for these assignments.
Bi-weekly Sessions:
To provide personal feedback on your progress on your project, you are required to contact the course instructor on a bi-weekly basis.  The purpose of these sessions is to answer questions about your project and to provide direct feedback on the assignments you submit.  These sessions will begin after you submit Assignment 1.01 – Area of Focus during the third week of class.  Available times for these sessions will be posted.
Professional Learning Community:
A course goal is to advance understanding of action research in secondary mathematics education.  One way that this will be accomplished is through a professional learning community.  This will involve analyzing and exploring your action research projects in a small community as well as discussion board posts as a whole class community.  These PLC tasks will be posted in the weekly announcements.
Draft Chapters:
The main goal of the course is to make substantial progress toward completion of the Action Research Project Proposal.  The desired product of the course will be working drafts of the introduction and literature review of your project proposal (and consequently the first two chapters of the report of your Action Research Project).
Presentation:
Because your proposal will be presented via distance, you will practice this during finals week.  This seven-minute presentation with three minutes allowed for questions will focus on the draft of your proposal and the current state of your action research project. 

Grading allotment:

· Assignments
30%

· Bi-weekly Sessions
10%

· PLC Tasks
10%


· Draft Chapters
40%

· Presentation
10%

Grading Rubric:

The following scale is used to evaluate all materials submitted for evaluation:

4.0 – Excellent work. (A)
3.7 – Mostly excellent work.  Minor improvements needed. (A–)
3.3 – Very Strong work.  Needs more than one minor improvement. (B+)
3.0 – Strong work.  Some aspects need further development. (B)
2.7 – Developing.  Many aspects need further development. (B–)
2.0 – Marginal.  Developing competence, but flawed in significant ways. - (C)
1.0 – Very weak.  All aspects need attention. (D)
0.0 – Inadequate. (F)
Excellent work:

· Addresses the prompt clearly and responds effectively to all aspects of the task 
· Explores the issues thoughtfully and in depth 
· Is coherently organized, with ideas supported by apt reasons and well-chosen examples 
· Has an effective, fluent style marked by syntactic variety and a clear command of language 

· Is generally free from errors in mechanics, usage, and sentence structure 

· Uses APA style effectively to document sources
· Is completed on time

Final grade assignment:  

Final scores are determined by taking the average score by category (summing up the scores and dividing by the total number of tasks) and then calculating a weighted average based on the grading allotment to produce a score between 0 and 4. Final grades are assigned as follows:

A:  3.3 – 4.0

B:  2.3 – 3.3

C:  1.3 – 2.3

D:  0.3 – 1.3

F:  0.0 – 0.3

Course Schedule
The first Webinar, What is Action Research, on Wednesday of the first week is mandatory.  Each assignment is due every two weeks. The draft introduction and literature review is due in Weeks 13 and 15, respectively. All written submissions are due by 5:00 PM on the Wednesday indicated in the table below. The presentation will take place on Wednesday evening at 7:00 PM during Finals Week.  Additionally, during the weeks when an assignment is not due, there will be an optional Webinar intended to help you with the project at 7:00 PM on Wednesday.

	Week
	Course Task
	Due Date

	Week 1 
	Webinar – What is Action Research?
	January 13, 2010

	Week 2 
	Webinar – How to Find an Area of Focus
	January 20, 2010

	Week 3 
	Assignment 1 – Area of Focus
	January 27, 2010

	Week 4 
	Webinar  – Examining Educational Beliefs
	February 3, 2010

	Week 5 
	Assignment 2 – Teaching/Research Perspective
	February 10, 2010

	Week 6 
	Webinar  – Developing a Research Plan
	February 17, 2010

	Week 7 
	Assignment 3 - Literature Review I
	February 24, 2010

	Week 8 
	Webinar  – Implementing a Research Plan
	March 3, 2010

	Week 9 
	Assignment 4 – Research Plan
	March 10, 2010

	
	Spring Break
	March 13-21, 2010

	Week 10 
	Webinar – Writing an Introduction
	March 24, 2010

	Week 11 
	Assignment 5 - Literature Review II
	March 31, 2010

	Week 12 
	Webinar – Organizing a Literature Review
	April 7, 2010

	Week 13 
	Introduction Draft
	April 14, 2010

	Week 14 
	Webinar – Implementing a Research Plan
	April 21, 2010

	Week 15 
	Literature Review Draft
	April 28, 2010

	Finals Week
	Practice Presentation
	May 5, 2010

	Note: Course tasks that are highlighted in gray are required; course tasks that are in white are optional.


UNC Professional Conduct 

Disability Support Services:

Any student requesting disability accommodation for this class must inform the instructor giving appropriate notice. Students are encouraged to contact Disability Support Services at (970) 351-2289 to certify documentation of disability and to ensure appropriate accommodations are implemented in a timely manner. 

Honor Code:
All members of the University of Northern Colorado community are entrusted with the responsibility to uphold and promote five fundamental values: Honesty, Trust, Respect, Fairness, and Responsibility. These core elements foster an atmosphere, inside and outside of the classroom, which serves as a foundation and guides the UNC community's academic, professional, and personal growth. Endorsement of these core elements by students, faculty, staff, administration, and trustees strengthens the integrity and value of our academic climate. 
University Policies:
UNC's policies and recommendations for academic misconduct will be followed. For additional information, please see the Dean of Student’s website, Student Handbook (http://www.unco.edu/dos/handbook/index.html) 
UW Professional Conduct 

Disability Statement: If you have a physical, learning, or psychological disability and require accommodations, please let the instructor know as soon as possible. You must register with, and provide documentation of your disability to University Disability Support Services (UDSS) in SEO, 330 Knight Hall.
Social Justice: The University of Wyoming is committed to social justice.  We concur with that commitment and expect to foster a nurturing learning environment based upon open communication, mutual respect, and non-discrimination.  Our University does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, age, disability, veteran status, religion, sexual orientation, color or national origin.  Any suggestions as to how to further such a positive and open environment in this class will be appreciated and given serious consideration.  
Attendance/Participation Policy: University sponsored absences are cleared through the Office of Student Life.

Academic Honesty: The University of Wyoming is built upon a strong foundation of integrity, respect and trust. Any form of academic dishonesty is unacceptable and will not be tolerated (UW General Bulletin). Teachers and students should report suspected violations of standards of academic honesty to the instructor, department head, or dean. Other University regulations can be found at: http://uwadmnweb.uwyo.edu/legal/universityregulations.htm
